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Swmeet Briar—-Aamherst relations from 1718-1%27%
Colleges do not exist as separats entities, therefore, they must
sztablish relationships with the town, City or county in which 1% is

tocated. Each college chooses the ftrpe of relation desired and has
the power to changs these relations over time. Sweet Briar College
found itseld on the site of an old plantation in amherst County, wiith
& population scattered over many miies. They college noticed the
county lacking in health care znd sducation and although it might have
tried to remain seciuded the college =set about helping the county
almost Ffrom the very start. Three zasscciations formed and active in
the wears 1718-1%2% are sxamples of this type of helping
relationshipd, the Asscciation of American University bWomen, the Young
Women®s Christian Association and the dmherst County Health
mescciation, a1l of which were composed partly or entirely of Sweet
Briar students, alumnze or faculiy.The information about these
aszociations found in the Sweet Briar archives is strictly from the
“helpers” point of wview, the woices from those "helped" remain
unheard. However, the information available provides us witn an ides
of why these assocciations were formed and what they accomplishe

In December 1730 Fro%eaaor Caroline Sparrow of Sweet Briar
College wrote a letter to Mr. Zandberg of the Associations of American
Colleges about the involvemsnt of Sweet EBriat in the health affairs of
gmherst Countr. At the end of World War I the students of Sweet Briat
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and the welfare of babies improved with the onzet of frained miduwives
and instruction for expectant mothers. Concluding Miss Sparrow noted

that this was an sxample of Swe
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t Briar going out into the communit:
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and being of service.(3) Mr, Falmer wrote back to B

= Sparrow

stating that the involuvement of Zweet Briar in the health of amhers
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really concerned about indiwviduzals in émherst or was donating

money seen s some sart of responsibility due to their status in

Shortly after Sweest Briar became involuwed in the A0 H.a., th
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Sweet Briar chapter of the dmerican &ssociation of University lomen

suggested another way Sweet Briar could become involved with the
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community in which the college was located. In 1921, when Emilie

Wattz Mcllea was President of the callege and of the & 8.0, chapter,
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the idea of an Amherst County Day was suggested, among other:
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local work., Therefore, in 1922 plans were made and commititess formed

for the first Amherst County Day to be held May 13, 1922.¢4% In =

pamplet advertizing the Day the purpose of the gathering was state

i b?

Dr. Mcoclles

RS

; "Sweet Briar wants to Know all of vou better and Sweet

Eriar wants rou to Mpow the College better so that suery vear wou will
Tove it more and be prouder of it every way."(7) Because of the
success of the First Dar it was decided that émherst County Day become
z once a year event and that 41 would becoms grezter in wears to come.
Amherst County Day was a dar when 211 citizens of amherst Counts

were allowed to roam around the campu

1

LhEr Ewents were planned for
the benetit of the guests, the children were sntertained by track
2, games and swimming in ths lakKe supervised by Sweet Briar
students. In these sarly davs the most popular svents zeemed to he

the "Better Baby Clinic and Contest" and the "S-point parade." Eoth
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the A .0 H.AL, to improve the

health of the peopl
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of amherst County. Babies brought the the

Or. H

i
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"Better EBaby Clinic! were examined by Sweet Briar” rler.

Aduice and instructions were given to the vther on morse effectiuve

l—l

war¥s to raiese their children. @&n oaward was given the the mother whao
had taken the best care of her baby since the previcus Amherst County
fay. The S-point parade was & parade of =11 the children in the

county who had received theirt S-point certificate from the state.

Being able to participate in thisz prade was another incentive to bo

Other ewente for the benefit of the recsidents were demonstraticons
of farm equiptment, home demonstrations, the Sweet Briar farm tour,

and speakers on various subjects such as Dre. T.K., Wolfe, editor of The



Southern Flanter, talkin

Amherst County Dax alzo
heip their campaigns bec

gszay contestis sponsored by almost suery department of the
college,spelling heses and dancing. In Tecking at the frpe of
activities planned it would seem that Amherst Counts Dy was
imstituted, as stated in the March &, 172% izsue of the Swest Briar
Mews, to "promote friendly relations to the end that the coliege migh
hold = place in the county as an educative influence.® The last o
words in that quote imply that the relaticrnz formed are highls
unegual .  Zweet Briar, being in a2 higher sducational positicn, is an
influence on the rest of the county,

Faculty members seemed to be more inftimately involued, gspeciall
Dr. Mctlea. It was she who instituted @mherst County Dav in the
Beginning, ziong with cther opportunities a2llowing Sweet Briac to
felp, such as providing the premises where the Aagricultural and Home
Econamics Club of Amherst could meet to hold & short course. They
learned about poultry culling, raized and quick breads. canning and
sewing. Dr. McWea welcomed the club and expressed the hope that the»
come back.(i1:

Mcllea’s interest in the comunity is alzc evident inm the locsz]
newspaper articles which appeared after her death in 1928. In cne
article ehe was praised because she was interested "not anly in
educational matters, but in the community az well and had many Friend
in Aamherst Countr and in Lynchburg."(12) Ther almost seem surprized
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example of southern hospitality. The campus becomes the gztate, the
faculty and others are the hosts and hosteszes, The Tawn party iz the
one true ftrait of zouthern hospitalits left, with the picnic lunches
and games.(13) Therefore, it appears that Or. Modea hao 2 ogrest
influence on cresation the image of Sweet Briar as part of fthe amherst
community and because of that pozition insizting that the college be
hozpitable and help the people of amharst,

Another example of Sweet Briar’s involvement with Amberst county
during this time period iz seen in the student crganization, the Young

Womens Christian dssociation. (VWOAY  &n extension commities of the
TWCA worked at the Indian Mizsian, among "a race scorned by the white
and scorning the Megro, & people with the mental, moral and chysical
weaknesses of all) three races, . ."(14: Fhis guote is sxtremels
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enlightening in that it allows & glimpse at what fthese women actua
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have their sccial and religicus position to uphold znd helping their
Indians performed this functicn.

For the YWC& =t thiz time the Indian

1

were a responsibility of
Amherst and Sweet Briar was a part of émherst. In {919-20 much had

been done, a church was built by Mr. Arthur Gray and a2 ftwo-room

schoolhouse and mission houze erected, The Swest Bri

Y

roprovided funds

for those buildings and the YWCA supplied 2 kKitchen and a workroom.

-~



The ultimate of

goal

where the girls could
academicz., The bors
raizing., It would ke
AEoof 1920 the M
rear by the Episcopa

Harndbook
UG il

adding more activitie
library, a health cam
provizions to the cou

Yaarmywel 1,

and happyr.

the YOS w

an industrial zchool

Vive, =ew, garden, raize poultry and learn
could learn farming, basic carpentry and s=tock

# place where the entire community could gather,
ission had 2 Full time teacher supported half the

Church in Amher
re to organize o
2. This pitch a

wii th

the

Y

pad gn & t & 1o oA
nty poorhouse.,

o4 =
t14.5

zhe asserts the problem of the
students must reaiize the "squalar an
pecple at the Indian Mission."¢15) =
it they stop being =lac te

they cannot +

T

oo

gveryihing helps., 1t
gense of responsibili

must hauve hbeen

support,

In looking at th

Y

and the YWCS cone is

role in the community

BEoth =tudent and +

1

A

extrremely

Eoand walk

then o

arties +or children and i1
fpeared in the Sweet Briar
i EE L ol Ar

Ex

4

Ilection of books for the Amher
school and sending magazines s
Their aim was to maks people

e Imdian Meighbors
IFIC’HE.FI'E- T the ‘E-'l'._]ljﬁl‘g‘f'_ tn:nj:;r". T

O the utter hopslessnese of the
tudents can help their conditino
the Mizsion and help teach. I+

ive money or

studen Calling on the

t¥y, their responsibiltiy as a BLian, =
ef+ective in rallving for more =tudent

ey

+

(1]
i

it

bie ermine

and eSO

—+

ul

inuotued

the A.C.H.&,., amherst County

fairly accurately Sweet

i

15

g behind their inuwoluvement.

=

i
1]

in th t¥air of the counpty

1]

i~
i

[it]



tion

1

beginning soon xfter the founding of the college, under the dire
and influence of President Mcllea.
Im gach case Amherst County, or the pecple selected, are

described as "backward," "ignorant,” "poor," and in "dire need.”
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Amberst County was ane big charity case and Sweet Brjar eztabl ished

tteelf above the county, maintzining its position as the plantation
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Fiz time were exactly those created. Amherst, according

to this information, was not on the same lewel asz Sweet BEriar,
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members of the community, being people of hetter material and
religicus standing.
Therefore, in the vears 1515-192%9 Sweet Briar did sszert |ts

position as a member of Amherst Counts» bv helping the people of the
coummuni . They were helping, however, according to their notions of

improvement. Unfortunately we do not Know how the peaple of the

county took fo being aided in this fashion or whether they had wiched

Briar they were establishing friendly relations with amherst County in
the way in which they saw themselves able. UOther colleges in other

settings probably wowld have sstablished relations differently becaus
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of their location and the differing situations of the people around



Notes

(1) Miss Caroline Sparrow. Letter to Mr, Sandberg,
December, 1930, Found in the "Sparrow Tolder," Sweet Briar College
Archives, Sweet Briar, Va.

(2) Sparrow letter.

(3) Sparrow letter.

(k) WMr. Archie Sandberg. Letter to Miss Caroline Sparrow,
December 1930, in the "Sparrow Folder."

: (5) "Red Cross of ACHA?" Sweet Briar News, November 21,
1929! pv 2-: .

(6) Informatin on the AAUW found in the "Minutes of the
Secretary," years 1921-22,

(7) Pamphlet for Amherst County Day, found in box labelled
"Amherst County Day 1923-60,"

(8) All white citizens that is, no blacke were invited.
(9) Information on Amherst County Day in box mentioned above.

{(10) Sweet Briar News, May 18, 1929,

(11) Article in the Lynchburg paper in 1923, in collection

of news clippings entitled "Sweet Briar College Clippings for
1920-28"

(12) Sweet Briar News, October 3, 1928, p. 1.

(13) Editorial in the Sweet Briar News, May 15, 1929,

(14) "students Handbook 1919-20," published by the YWCA.

(14:85) Further information on the Indian Mission found in the
"student Handbook."

(15) "YWCA," Sweet Briar Magazine, vol. 9, 1917-18, p. 147,

(16) Sweet Briar Magazine.




Annotated Bibliography

"Amherst County Day 1923-60"
This is a box of varied information on Amherst County Day
found in room #2, third section on the left, third shelf down.
Information includes letters to spezkers, posters and news
clippings. Valuable to my study are the few pamphlets
from the 1920's because they contain descriptions of events
Tor those early years. Collection unknown.

"Minutes of the Secretary of the AAUW 1921-28"
This book is found in a box labelled "AAUW," in room #2,
third section over on left, third shelf down. This ig a
nearly complete collection of minutes, some blank pages may
suggest those dates were not transferred into this book.
The bock itself is useful for it contains the first mention
T Amherst County Day in 1921, and other information on the

L. donation of money to the ACHA. :Mentions of the Day lessen
through the years.

"Sparrow Folder"

rb.A.L -
Tound in the top drawer oI the file cabinet in room #2.
Useful to me was an enclosed folder on Amherst County health

and the ACHA. The file also contains information on Lynch-
burg in the Cival YWar and notes on the condition of the
"Negro." Collection unknown.

Students Handbook 1919-20"
Found in room #2, second section on left, bottom shelf, the
handbook is a book put out by the YWCA mainly for Freshmen
use. It details the purpose of the Y¥'CA and other clubs and
the rules and regulations of the college. It is a good
source of information on the functions of clubs and o the
rules of different times.

"Sweet Briar College Clippings from 1920-28"

- These three envelopes were found in room #1 on the table.
Collection unknown. The envelopes contain news clippings
from the Lynchburg and Amherst papers. During this period
many articles were written including a weekly column on
happenings at Sweet Briar. There are articles on Amherst
County Day and other activities between Sweet Briar and the
community.

"Sweet Briar Magazine vol. 9, 1917-18"
This issue is found in room #2, first section on left, third
shelf down. This is a student magazine put out out for the
students. Igsues contain fictional stories, alumnae notes
and reports from the clubs and associations. The magazine
is a good source for information until 1927 when the Sweet
Eriar News took its place.




